

March 22nd, 2008

“SANITATION”

WORLD WATER DAY BY GRAMALAYA

Gramalaya in association with WaterAid, UK and WaterPartners International, USA, Arghyam, Bangalore is organizing World Water Day 2008 at its training Centre, Kolakudipatti in the rural part of Tiruchirapalli in Tamilnadu. Women members from 2,300 Self–Help Groups from 500 villages of Thottiam, Thathaiengarpet, Thuraiyur Block and from the Urban Slums of Tiruchirapalli City Corporation will be participating in the campaign. This one day event will be attended by more than 23,000 women who campaign for Water and Sanitation in their villages. The programmes are jointly sponsored by Arghyam – WAVE (Women’s Action for Village Empowerment)- Federation  functioning in the rural and urban slums of Tiruchirapalli City Corporation.

Women group leaders, elected panchayat presidents, officials and representatives of international organizations will take part in the event. The 23,000 women who will participate in the campaign will come with working lunch and travel arrangements on their own.  Resolutions and recommendations will be passed at the conference for conserving water resources and create awareness oh healthy toilets habits among the participants. Prizes and awards will be distributed to successful villages and slums that have declared their areas as open defecation free zones. This is one of the mega events where more than 23,000 women will congregate for water conservation and sanitation issues.

Some interesting news about World Water Day 

· More than 23,000 women from 500 villages and 211 urban slums will participate in the World Water Day event.

· The women will arrange their own transportation to the meeting.

· All the 23,000 women will come with packed lunches.

· They will wear new clothes just as on Deepavali and Pongal festival.

· Their children will perform cultural events on that day.

· Gramalaya will spend 5% of the Water Day expenses.
· The women who participate will spend 95 % of the expenses. 
· This is the happiest moment for them every year.

· All will take place peacefully for a noble cause. This serves no political communal purpose.

· Above all, this is the only global event where more than 23,000 women participate for conserving our water resources and environmental sanitation.

· You are cordially invited to participate in this mega event and to share this with the rest of the world.
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